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INFORMATION ONLY 

In January 2017, the Florida Department of Health's (Department) Immunization Section completed an 
annual immunization assessment of all children from 12 to 35 months of age whose parents rely on a 
county health department (CHO) as their child's immunization home. The Florida State Health Online 
Tracking System (SHOTS) provided the population and data collection for this assessment, with a 
common review date of January 1, 2017. 

The purpose of this assessment was to estimate immunization coverage levels statewide and for each 
of Florida's 67 counties, for children from 24 to 35 months of age as well as children from 12 to 23 
months of age. The results are based on the following recommendations of the Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices: 

Children from 24 to 35 months of age should complete the 4:3:1 :3:3:1 :4 immunization series 
(four or more doses of diphtheria, tetanus toxoids, and acellular pertussis [DTaP] vaccine, three 
or more doses of inactivated poliovirus vaccine [IPV], one or more doses of measles, mumps 
and rubella [MMRJ vaccine, three or more doses of Haemophilus influenzae type b [Hib] 
vaccine, three or more doses of hepatitis B vaccine, one or more doses of varicella vaccine 
[VZV], and four or more doses of pneumococcal conjugate vaccine [PCV) by 24 months of 
age [age 2]). 

Children from 12 to 23 months of age should complete the 3:2:2:2 immunization series (three or 
more doses of DTaP vaccine, two or more doses of IPV, two or more doses of Hib vaccine, and 
two or more doses of hepatitis B vaccine) by 12 months of age [age 1)). 

The national coverage goal for 2-year-old children to complete the 4:3:1 :3:3:1 :4 immunization series is 
80 percent, while the statewide CHO immunization coverage goal is 95 percent. The national and 
statewide CHO immunization coverage goal for 1-year-old children to complete the 3:2:2:2 
immunization series is 90 percent. The 2017 statewide CHD immunization coverage level for the 
2-year-old children assessed is 92.0 percent, which is consistent with last year's 93 percent. 
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Twenty-four of the 67 CHDs (36 percent) were excluded from this cohort because the "Total Clients" in 
their immunization home were s;10. Of the remaining 43 CHDs, 16 (37 percent) achieved or exceeded 
the statewide CHO goal, six of which attained 100 percent coverage (Enclosure 1). 

The 43 CHDs providing those 4,707 immunizations were broken down by site, number of 2-year-old 
children with a CHO as their immunization home, and immunization coverage level for the 4:3:1:3:3:1 :4 
immunization series. Sites with s10 "Total Clients" were excluded (Enclosure 2). Those CH Os not 
meeting the statewide CHO coverage goal may find these data useful for determining if and where 
pockets of need exist in one or more sites providing immunization services. 

Coverage levels for the 2-year-old children assessed in the past five years (2013-2017) was compiled. 
For 2017, 23 of the qualifying 43 CHDs (54 percent) had a decrease in coverage from 2016, 14 
improved their coverage, and five remained the same (Enclosure 3). 

For this same five-year period, the number of 2-year-old children with a CHO immunization home was 
compiled. Twenty-five of the 67 CHDs (37 percent) could not be compared for years 2016 and 2017 
due to having s;10 "Total Clients" in either or both years. In the last year alone, 28 of the 42 qualifying 
CHDs (67 percent) decreased their 2-year-old population, for a 28 percent statewide population 
decrease (6,490 and 4,707 respectively). From 2013 to 2017, the population decreased by 59 percent 
(11,559 and 4,707 respectively) (Enclosure 4). Private physicians continue to lead in volume of 
childhood immunization service delivery, while CHDs provide about four percent only. This downward 
trend is evident in the steady decrease of 2-year-old children belonging to CHDs (source: Florida 
Department of Health, Survey of Immunization Levels in 2-Year-Old Children 2016, available online at 
www.floridahealth.gov/statistics-and-data/immunization-coverage-surveys-reports/state-surveys. html). 

The 2017 statewide CHO immunization coverage level for the 1-year-old children assessed is 
76.1 percent, an alarming decrease from last year (85 percent). Twenty-one CHDs (31 percent) were 
excluded from this cohort because the "Total Clients" in their immunization home were :510 percent. Of 
the remaining (qualifying) 46 CHDs, only eight (17 percent) achieved or exceeded the 90 percent 
statewide CHO goal. Of those eight CH Os, three attained 100 percent (Enclosure 5). 

Children who miss the fourth dose of DTaP negatively impact statewide efforts to achieve immunization 
coverage goals. We must focus on the following areas to improve our 2-year-old CHO immunization 
coverage rates: 

Administer simultaneously all vaccines a child is eligible to receive at the time of each visit. 

Conduct quarterly audits, via Florida SHOTS, to ensure complete immunization coverage of children 
with a CHO immunization home. 

Regular1y schedule automated reminder and recall processes via Florida SHOTS to identify active 
clients and improve overall compliance with the recommended immunization schedule, particularly 
for the fourth dose of DTaP and PCV vaccines. 

The Immunization Section's Florida SHOTS development team will continue to work with the Florida 
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) Information System and Assessment of Electronic Benefits 
Transfer (FL-WiSE) system's JT team towards completion of the system integration between Florida 
SHOTS and FL-WiSE. 
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Use clinical and WIC visits to assess immunization status, encourage vaccination compliance, and 
provide appropriate immunizations. 

The Immunization Section's Quality Improvement Clinical team is available to provide technical 
assistance and guidance as needed. These collaborative efforts will help us reach our coverage goals 
for Florida's 2-year-old children and enable us to achieve our common goal of providing Florida's infant 
population with the best protection possible against vaccine-preventable diseases. 

CB/RMG/aw 
Enclosures 

cc: Kelli T. Wells, MD 
Deputy Secretary for Health 

Cindy Dick, MBA, CPM 
Assistant Deputy Secretary for Health 

Paul D. Myers, MS, Deputy Secretary 
County Health Systems 

Shannon Hughes, Director 
Division of Community Health Promotion 

Russell W. Eggert, MD, MPH, FACPM, FAAFP, Chief 
Bureau of Epidemiology 

Shay Chapman, Chief 
Bureau of Family Health Services 

Jeanne Lane, CPM, ASQ-CQIA, Interim Chief 
Bureau of Performance Assessment and Improvement 

Robert M. Griffin, Administrator 
Immunization Section 

County Health Department Nursing Directors 
Immunization Section Field Staff 
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